
1. Summary 

The film “Truman” recounts a quest into Harry S. Truman’s life, which began with his 

humble roots in Kansas City. History sets its pace every day, denoting the realities of his 

childhood, the fickleness he had to encounter at the time of his business venture, and the steady 

support of his wife, Bess. With the run through of the story, Truman, through his ascent from 

local Missouri politics to the Senate and the Vice Presidency, the audience of the film is hesitant, 

though at the end they unwaveringly support public service. The film dithers meaningfully on the 

sudden death of Roosevelt and the excessive pressure on Truman after he assumed the 

presidency at a moment when the world is about to undergo a metamorphosis (Pierson, 1995). 

As he understands the reality, the film displays how Truman, on the surface, comes to withstand 

and direct earth-shattering events, such as the closure of World War II, the decision to drop the 

atomic bomb, and the apprehensive start of the Cold War era (Locke & Wright, 2019). 

2. Critical and Emotional Reaction to the Film and the Atomic Bomb Decision 

As I took a glance at the film, the most terrific part, according to me, was the detonation 

of the atomic bomb, while Truman was struggling inside. The movie has not concentrated much 

on the policy or the number choices he had. Rather, it highlights the seclusion of leadership. 

Most particularly, when the decisions can bring permanent effects forward (Pierson, 1995). 

Truman is not identified for his boldness, yet there is a seeming run-down and a tangible sense 

that he is struggling with his wisdom-driven limits. This depiction has a close synchronisation 

with many accounts in the scholarship, which seems a leader more encumbered than fortified, 

and one alert to the civilian stakes and soldiers alike (Benson, 2025). From a student’s 

perspective, the audiences felt contradicted, and saved multiple U.S. lives that might have been 



lost in an annexation of Japan, though it still seems volatile for the baseness of the suffering 

untie.  

The atomic bomb at the end of the war also paved the way for the atomic era; no 

subsequent conflict would ever seem the same. The film exhibits that this atomic bombing is not 

an easy walkover; besides, it is a tragic and dynamic milestone too (Locke & Wright, 2019). 

3. Real Reason for Dropping the Bomb 

The film and its latest navigation showcase that the intent Truman had was serpentine. 

Public framing of the decision was a vital procedure to save the lives of American and Japanese 

people. Nevertheless, the evidences forecast that the vital matters of the Soviet Union were also 

blended well with the humanitarian concerns (Locke & Wright, 2019). After being affected by 

the first successful atomic test, the Potsdam Conference grabbed the attention and set a 

milestone. The coded reference of Truman to bomb in conversation with Stalin mirrors that 

exemplifying power to the Soviets was at least an equation. 

Though this documentary underscores the true abomination of Truman at the projected 

expense of an invasion and his hope that ending the war briskly was the novel outcome (Pierson, 

1995). The twisted intent prohibited pointing to a single, real reason, and the vagueness is the 

heart of both the historical controversy and the narrative of the film. 

Clear-Cut Line Between the Good Guys and Bad Guys in WWII 

The shallow partition of World War II into “good guys” and “bad guys” was captivating, 

though sometimes misleading, too. At times, the Allies battled to prevent oppressive regimes like 

Imperial Japan and Nazi Germany, which imposed heinous deeds on millions; the methods used 

by the Allies were not always equivocal. The own actions of the allies sometimes generate 



conspicuous suffering to the civilians, like the firebombing at Dresden and Tokyo, or the atomic 

bombing of Hiroshima and Nagasaki (Panzer, 2022). This twist shows that the war was fought on 

a range of moral decisions instead of a contradiction. The allies pursued victory over evil, but 

through doing so, the overwhelming use of force constituted the grey area of ethical clarity 

(Pierson, 1995). Truman’s presidency, as reflected through the film and the historical survey, 

mirrors this ambivalence. His choices were fueled by both necessity and cynicism, though he 

ended up leaving a legacy of dynamic moral questions. 

Whether the Allies were Completely Good versus the Evil of German Fascism and the 

Nationalism of Japan 

The cause of the alliance was basically to put an end to aggressive and oppressive 

regimes that hindered human dignity and global peace. Fascism in Germany was anchored in 

chauvinism and brutal enslavement. Though the militarism of Japan gave prominence to the 

fanatical nationalism and brutal occupation policies. Nevertheless, the Allied case was also 

spurred by geopolitics and strategic considerations that sometimes mess up the pure moral aims. 

Just like the atomic bombing decision was taken way too quickly to put a stop to the war, but 

also to reflect the power of the Soviet Union entering the postwar era (Locke & Wright, 2019; 

Pierson, 1995). The motive of the allies was to advocate in support of freedom and democracy, 

though the war repercussions exposed the inconsistency and paradox of those ideas operating in 

a world adjusted through the power politics. 

Miscellaneous questions about Truman’s presidency and the prompt wartime decision 

reflect the history beyond the straightforward, simple moral binaries. Truman appears as a leader 

bearing the heavy weight of historic decisions adjusted by fear, courage, and the complex 

realities of diplomacy and war.  
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